November 25th, 2007
Hi Gavin, Nadine and Mrs Rogers! 
Got back to HK all right after a 15-hour flight. The fog had lifted by take off and I got a fantastic view of San Francisco and the Golden Gate Bridge. The flight (an all daylight flight) passed straight up the coast, right over Anchorage, then further north close to the Arctic Ocean, over Siberia and Beijing and straight down to HK. I guess the plane took this route to avoid flying directly into the east to west jet stream. In contrast, the flight from HK to Los Angeles flew over the Pacific, this time I guess to get into the jet stream, which is why the flight takes only 12 hours. 

I tell you I must be a security risk to the US. First, there was the incident with me nearly being arrested after wandering into the closed area near the Golden Gate Bridge in the fog while trying to find the house for the Friday night party. Then there was the incident when going through the security check at the SFO airport. Although I did not realise it as the time, my boarding pass had the letters SSSS printed on it (which means ‘Secondary Security Screening Selection’). Apparently, this indicates that the passenger may be a security risk. On entering the security check area, the guard saw the letters and said, “Please come this way, sir!” Oh Oh! I was taken aside and thoroughly frisked, then placed in a special machine that produces a big puff of air and analyses it for any traces of explosive. After getting the green light, they then tipped everything out of my hand luggage and went through it with a toothcomb. The camera was treated as if it were a bomb and was given a special examination. Passengers are selected for this treatment by the TSA (Transport Security Administration). Although selection is not supposed to be random, it must be when you look at the criteria used, which includes:
· Passengers travelling alone. 

· Passengers travelling as a group. 

· Passengers travelling together who share certain characteristics such as their last name. 
    [These 3 criteria cover just about ALL passengers!]
· Passengers who change their flight at the last minute. 

· Passengers who pay cash for their tickets. 

· Passengers who carry no luggage. 

· Passengers whose identification is invalid. 

· Passengers with Pakistani, Afghani, or any Middle Eastern national origin. 

Anyway, I got through without any trouble and in some ways it may be an advantage because the queue is shorter than the regular queue and so much faster!
Arrived in HK in the early evening. Had a good sleep. In fact, my sleeps here have been better than any of the sleeps in SFO. 
In HK, Park 'n Shop has began charging 20 cents for each plastic bag handed out. (Of course, they in turn should be penalised 20 c for every plastic bag and tray used to wrap food, which far exceeds the number of plastic bags ever handed out to customers.) 
Did exercise on Wednesday and Thursday but it was tough, probably due to jet lag. Had a rest on Friday and went for a run yesterday. Tough, but at 1 hr 59 min, was the fastest time for the route, shaving 1 minute from the previous best set 2 years ago. (In contrast to the disastrous 2 hr 45 min it took last year!)

Have spent most of my time proofreading the teacher’s guides for the Singapore Science books. 
[image: image1.jpg]


[image: image2.jpg]


[image: image3.jpg]


[image: image4.jpg]


Again in HK, the KCR is to disappear in a few days as it has merged with the MTR. Already, its logo is disappearing from stations and elsewhere. China banned the visit of the USS Kitty Hawk and its escort ships to HK for the Thanksgiving Holiday then reversed its decision at the last minute when the fleet had already decided to sail away from HK. The many relatives and friends who had flown to HK to be with the sailors have been left stranded in HK. 
Yesterday, general elections were held in Australian. The governing party, lead by the Prime Minister John Howard, was defeated by the opposition Labor party led by a young mandarin-speaking guy. 
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Nadine, in case you are interested, the World Netball championships were recently held in Auckland. New Zealand were the reigning champions but were beaten by Australia 42-38 in the final last Saturday 17th. 
That’s about it for now. 

Cheers
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